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carried away the plunder of his shrine, it was privately buried under the
place where the shrine before stood, though the spot is now unknown.
His ring, in which a sapphire is enchased, was given by Lord Viscount
Montaigne to the Bishop of Chalcedon,1 who had long been sheltered
from the persecution in the house of that nobleman, and was by him left
in the monastery of English canonesses at Paris, which is also possessed
of a tooth of St Cuthbert. A copy of St John's gospel, which, after the
example of his master, St Boisil, he often read to nourish the fire of divine
love in his soul, was put into his coffin when he was buried, and found
in his tomb. It afterwards passed into the possession of Mr Thomas
Philips, canon of Tongres, on whom the Earl of Litchfield bestowed it.
The copy is judged undoubtedly genuine by our ablest Protestant
antiquaries, who carefully examined it.

The life of St Cuthbert was almost a continual prayer. There was
no business, no company, no place, how public soever, which did not
afford him an opportunity, and even a fresh motive, to pray. Not content
to pass the day in this exercise, he continued it constantly for several
hours of the night, which was to him a time of light and interior delights.
Whatever he saw seemed to speak to him of God, and to invite him to
his love. His conversation was on God, or heavenly things, and he would
have regretted a single moment which had not been employed with God,
or for his honour, as utterly lost. The inestimable riches which he found
in God showed him how precious every moment is, in which he had it
in his power to enjoy the divine converse. The immensity of God, who
is present in us and in all creatures, and whom millions of worlds cannot
confine or contain; his eternity, to which all time coexists, and which has
neither beginning, end, nor succession; the unfathomed abyss of his judg-
ments; the sweetness of his providence; his adorable sanctity; his justice,
wisdom, goodness, mercy, and love, especially as displayed in the wonderful
mystery of the Incarnation, and in the doctrine, actions, and sufferings of
our Blessed Redeemer; in a word, all the incomprehensible attributes of
the Divinity, and the mysteries of his grace and mercy, successively filled
his mind and heart, and kindled in his soul the most sweet and ardent
affections, in which his thirst and his delight,, which were always fresh and
always insatiable, gave him a kind of anticipated taste of paradise. For
holy contemplation discovers to a soul a new most wonderful world, whose
beauty, riches, and pure delights astonish and transport her out of herself,
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